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7 April 2010
The Editor

The Advertiser

GPO Box 339

ADELAIDE  SA  5001

Facsimile:  8206 3669

Dear Sir,

Re:  Workcover Levy Reduction


I refer to Maria Moscaritolo’s article about the reduction of Workcover levies for business and the reduction in the unfunded liability.

It is noteworthy that Julia Davidson, CEO of Workcover Corporation, says that the reduction is possible because of the end of the global financial crisis, rather than a scrapping of injured worker entitlements that occurred earlier this year.

Nowhere in the article does she suggest that changes were possible because of cost savings accumulated through the least fair, meanest and unjust workers’ compensation scheme in the country.

The Labor Government deserved a bit of a kick in the pants, at the recent state election, and an erosion of rights for injured workers formed the soul of the boot in that kick.

It is still a travesty that the government failed to prioritise scheme management as part of the Clayton and Walsh Review of the system. If it had, we would have seen that it was not injured workers, or their entitlements, that was creating the problem, but management inefficiency. Unfortunately, no one has been held to account for that, except the injured.

Even if the scheme were returned to even lower levels of unfunded liability (which is to be welcomed) the human cost incurred, as a result of savage entitlement deductions for the injured, comes at too great a cost. 

Suicide, food packages, injured people considered work capable despite excruciating pain after just two hours on their feet is the net result of South Australia’s weak worker protection system.

Let us hope that when the Act is next reviewed, its entire operation, including management efficiency, is a considered part of any changes. Perhaps then a truly fair, just and effective workers’ compensation system can catch people when they fall and stop their lives from completely unravelling as a result.

Yours faithfully,

AUSTRALIAN LAWYERS ALLIANCE

A J KERIN

(SA President)

Email : Anthony.Kerin@johnstonwithers.com.au
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