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INJURED WORKERS' LIVES TO BECOME
INCREASINGLY BLEAK UNDER SA WORKCOVER
CHANGES

Wednesday, 17 February 2010

The quality of life for injured workers in South Australia is set to become bleaker following a
WorkCover decision to change eligibility rules for workers’ compensation payments, peak legal body
representing the rights of injured workers, the Australian Lawyers Alliance, said today.

“The new redemption policy, that comes in to effect in July, means injured workers will have to
undergo a new, flawed test for their work capacity that fails to accurately assess their ability to work
and cuts them off from income maintenance after 130 weeks pay,” Australian Lawyers Alliance (SA)

President, Tony Kerin, said.

“It means the vast majority of those on workers’ compensation and income maintenance payments will
be left out in the cold because of a desire to make WorkCover look financially healthier rather than

improving health outcomes for injured workers,” he said.

“The reality is that many people, partially incapacitated, suffer employer prejudice in the labour

marketplace and find it difficult to reestablish themselves back at work.

The release this week of the parliamentary inquiry report shows government bureaucrats are more
concerned about business and levies rather than injured workers’ rights and their entitlements to

compensation,” Mr Kerin said.

The report concluded and recommended, in part, that the inefficiencies of management (which were
overlooked in the most recent evaluation of WorkCover, the Clayton Walsh Review) had been allowed

to prosper to the detriment of injured workers.

Suite 5, Level 7, 189 Kent Street, Sydney NSW 2000 GPO Box 7052 Sydney NSW 2001
DX 10126 Sydney Stock Exchange ABN 96 086 880 499

T +61292587700 F + 6129258 7777 E enquiries@lawyersalliance.com.au www.lawyersalliance.com.au

AJK:DF:M:\40896\P1867.DOC



“This debt burden should not be born by these vulnerable people losing entitlements and support,” Mr

Kerin said.

“It is hoped transparency and a focus on the managerial efficiency of WorkCover will be adopted by

whoever succeeds at the next election.
Meanwhile injured workers will continue to suffer,” he said.

For details, contact: Australian Lawyers Alliance public affairs manager, Mandy Wyer, 0418 270
656 or South Australian President, Anthony Kerin, 0417 809 579.
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