NSW District Court judge leaves case management role - announcement
Friday, 19 March, 2010

NSW District Court Judge Anthony Garling is leaving his civil case management role in the District Court, but will continue working on criminal matters, he has announced at an Australian Lawyers Alliance conference in Terrigal today.

Judge Garling, who has held the position since it was created more than 15 years ago, will continue to work in the criminal jurisdiction, but will leave civil matters on June 25.

He made the surprise announcement, at the Alliance NSW state conference, before speaking on the importance of case management to a packed auditorium of lawyers and academics at the Crown Plaza Hotel.
“I am proud to say I am leaving at a time when the NSW District Court managed system is one of the best, if not the best system in Australia,” Judge Garling said.

He went on to discuss the importance of maintaining an unclogged court system that, when he first began as a practicing solicitor in 1969, had cases waiting to be heard that stretched back 30 years or more.

By 1990, he said case delay was a minimum of five years.
The judge spoke of many heart-rending cases, including those of motor-accident, injured families struggling on pensions to survive while insurance companies through court delays were able to hold onto their money for as long as possible.
He also spoke of being ‘pounced upon’ for agitating for a better system, particularly when in 1992 he established a motor accident list to fast track cases through the court system.
Alliance national president, Mark Blumer, also discussed the plight of NSW injured in his opening address comparing it with Fiji as a failed state.
“The trouble with NSW is that it was ruled for too long by Bob ‘Bananarama’ Carr who thought that lawyers were pernicious imports from another universe and that anything he could do to hurt them was fair enough. It didn’t matter who else suffered. He found a willing audience in some of his ministers, who have carried on the night of the long knives into another decade,” Mr Blumer said.

“Some of them have not forgiven us for Barry Unsworth’s defeat (1988 election). Yes, lawyers in NSW ran a campaign in that election, but I don’t think we can take all the credit for that government not being re-elected – even if we would like to,” he said.

More than 150 NSW lawyers are attending the conference which runs over two days and includes intensive seminars in topics surrounding personal injury, medical negligence, best ethical practice, helping the psychologically injured, improving negotiation and mediation skills, modern prosthetics and case reviews.

Other dignitaries, speaking at the conference, include: Barristers, Duncan Graham, Mary Walker, Phillip Perry, Stephen Campbell SC, Andrew Stone, Stuart Kettle, Elizabeth Beilby, Dominic Toomey, Dr Jonathan Phillips, David Howells OAM and medical and scientific consultant, Jackie Goudkamp.
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