{FAX)+61 8 5218 9300 P.0021002

WE DISAGREE |

Attorney-General Christian
Porter says we need to be careful
before rushing into new
legislation to keep violent
criminals in jail longer because
such laws might “compromise the
fundamental proteotions our legal
system accords to any individual”
(Violent criminals could be kept in
Jail longer, 16/4).

That sounds strange coming
from Mr Porter given that he
openly supports measures suteh as
the confiseation of legitimately
obtained agsets under drig
confiscation laws, ‘the forfefttire of
motor vehicles where the owner

- has committed no effence, the
abolition of preliminary hearings
and the removal of the principle of
double jeapardy. . o

He alse introduced mandatory
sentencing for various typesiof -
assaults, which denies a cifiven
the most fundamental right to-be
sentenced ac¢copding to.his or'her
Individuel effence and'thejy
personal cireumstancas, .-

Coupled with the factthat he is
currently proposing laws which
will substantially derogate from

‘the right to silence and seriously
restrict the rightto fresdom of
association, one could be forgiven
for thinking that tost of the
time-honoured protections under
our legal system have already
gone, either with his blessing or
directly under highand.

Tom Perqy, hational divector,
Australian Lawyers’ Alliange.
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